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Mortality Statistics, 1906. Report of the Bureau of the Census, Wash- 
ington, D.C., 1908. 

This is the seventh annual report and the third separate volume 
issued by the Bureau of the Census under the title of " Mortality Statis- 
tics." The first five annual reports were included in one volume, pub- 
lished in 1906; the statistics for 1905 constituted the second volume, 
which was published in 1907; and the present report for 1906 was avail- 
able for distribution in the early part of the current year. The mortality 
report for 1905 contained about 360 pages, and the 1906 report has ex- 
panded to 480 pages, including about 20 pages of introduction, 50 pages 
of textual analysis, and 30 pages of appendices. The 1906 report, 
therefore, contains more pages of solid tabular matter (380) than were 
included in the whole report for 1905. If, as the Director of the Census 
hopes, this mortality volume is ultimately to be issued within six months 
of the close of the calendar year for which the statistics are compiled, the 
problem to be solved is how to exclude the data of least importance and 
include those of greatest importance. The report must not be so big and 
complex that it cannot be prepared in a reasonable space of time, nor 
should valuable tables and data be sacrificed for the sake of early issue. 
It seems to the writer that the present bulk of the report could be ma- 
terially reduced without the sacrifice of valuable data, while much infor- 
mation of great importance, not yet obtainable in the volume, ought ul- 
timately to find a place there. For example, if the Summary and Rate, — 
Table IV, were limited to rates for the last year and the average rates for 
the previous five years, or a standard five years, a table which now 
occupies 102 pages would be reduced at least one-half, and at the same 
time it would perhaps serve a more useful purpose. On the other hand, 
certain fundamental information ought to be added. 

A more convenient abstract of the summary results of mortality for the 
year should be given a prominent place in the first part of the volume. 
This table should give the population dealt with and the deaths in the 
aggregate and in their main constituent parts, or divisions, by color, 
nativity, etc., with the corresponding death-rates. In the present volume, 
for example, the reader must look on page 21 to find that 41,508 negro 
deaths were considered in 1906, while the corresponding estimated negro 
population is not given, although the negro population in 1900 for the 
registration States, as constituted in 1906, is found on page 10. This 
figure, however, does not include the negro population of registration 
cities in non-registration States. 

Mr. Hoffman has suggested a table which would give the mortality 
record, at least for the registration area as a whole, by single years of 
life, with distinction of sex, color, and general nativity.* 

* See " Practical Suggestions for Improving Vital Statistics," by Frederick L. Hoff- 
man, December, 1907, number of these publications, p. 424. 
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It is to be hoped, also, that the Bureau of the Census can soon see its way 
clear to tabulate the Indian, Japanese, and Chinese mortality by causes 
of death, with distinction of sex and age, precisely as the mortality for 
the whole registration area is now tabulated in General Table 6, pages 
354-361. Such tables would require only eight pages for each race, and 
they would yield data of great value. Ultimately, some at least of the 
principal nativities should be tabulated in the same manner, — notably the 
Irish, Germans, Italians, Hungarians, French Canadians, Scandinavians, 
etc. The mortality data would be of considerable value without refer- 
ence to population, and, with the publication of the population statistics 
as determined by the next census, the death returns by race and nativity, 
with distinction of sex, age, and causes of death, would be of immeasurable 
value for a large variety of purposes, — legislative, sociological, and other. 

It is gratifying to be able to record progress both in the form and in the 
substance of the mortality statistics of 1906 as compared with the two 
previous volumes. The registration area for 1906 embraced 48.8 per cent, 
of the total population of the continental United States, as compared with 
40.9 per cent, in 1905. The States of California, Colorado, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and South Dakota, were added in 1906. The estimated 
addition in population was 6,698,190, of which 598,273 was urban, and 
6,099,917 rural. The number of deaths in the registration area in 1906 
was 658,105, of which 358,286 were males and 299,819 females; by nativity, 
441,096 were natives and 162,364 were foreign born, the nativity of 10,609 
being reported unknown ; and, by color, 614,869 were white, 41,508 negroes, 
1,118 Indians, 917 Chinese, 478 Japanese, 5 Hawaiians, 3 Koreans, 3 
Filipinos, 2 East Indians, 1 Tahitian, and 1 Hindoo. 

The annual death-rate in the registration area as a whole in 1906 was 
16.1 per 1,000 of population; in the registration cities it was 17.2; and, in 
the rural area, 14.1. In 39 specified cities in which the colored element 
(mostly negroes) numbered 10 per cent, or more of the total population 
according to the census of 1900, the aggregate white death-rate in 1906 
was 17.2 per 1,000 of population, and for the five years 1900-05 it was, 
on the average, 17.5. The death-rate of the colored element in 1906 in the 
39 cities combined was 28.1, and averaged 28.4 for the previous five years. 
The colored death-rate was about 60 per cent, in excess of the white death- 
rate both in 1906 and, on the average, during 1901-05. 

The comparative death-rates of the white and colored elements of the 
population of the specified localities by principal causes of death are avail- 
able in Summary and Rate Table IV, pages 88-157. Convenient com- 
parisons are also made in the textual analysis. The statistics show 
that the colored death-rates are in excess of the white from typhoid fever, 
malarial fever, whooping-cough, consumption, respiratory diseases, ner- 
vous diseases, circulatory diseases, digestive diseases, and urinary dis- 
eases. On the other hand, the colored element (mostly negroes) is some- 
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what less liable to death from scarlet fever, diphtheria and croup, cancer, 
and suicide. An excellent comparative summary of the white and negro 
mortality in the aggregate and by causes of death has been made by Mr. 
F. L. Hoffman in the Spectator, an insurance weekly published in New 
York. The summary was based upon the "Mortality Statistics, 1906," 
and may be found in the Spectator of May 21, 1908. 

General Tables 1, 2, and 3 have been very materially improved for 
practical purposes in "Mortality Statistics, 1906." In the previous 
annual reports the registration cities in these tables were arranged in 
alphabetical order without reference to State grouping. In the present 
report the cities are arranged alphabetically under the States, which 
are also in alphabetical order. Now, if the student or reader wants to 
make comparison of the mortality in contiguous cities or groups of 
cities, this can be done much more readily than heretofore. This same 
admirable arrangement of the registration cities has been adopted also 
in the Summary and Rate Tables I, II, and IV. 

Another improvement to be noted in the quality of the contents of 
the " Mortality Statistics of 1906 " is the separation of the Chinese and 
Japanese mortality in the General Table 4, pages 320-324. The mortality 
for these races is now available, with distinction of sex and age, for the 
main divisions of the registration area. 

These annual reports of mortality are of the greatest possible value to 
statisticians, sanitarians, legislators, workers in the various fields of 
sociological research, and to all persons in the least interested in vital 
statistics. Any suggestions for improvement that will make the volumes 
of greater value or more readily workable will, undoubtedly, receive serious 
consideration and be adopted, if deemed practical, at the earliest possible 
moment; for Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur, the chief statistician of the Division 
of Vital Statistics, is deeply interested in bringing these reports to a high 
degree of accuracy and completeness. Those who make daily use of the 
volumes can best appreciate their present value, and are, perhaps, most 
anxious for their quick improvement in some particulars. The few sug- 
gestions here set forth are made in a spirit of helpfulness and not in a spirit 
of captious criticism. 

F. S. Chum. 



Prisoners and Juvenile Delinquents in Institutions, 1904. Special Re- 
port, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C., 1907. 

The investigation upon which this report is based was planned by Dr. 
Roland P. Falkner, but the treatment of the statistical material collected 
and the analysis of the results was the work of Mr. John Koren. In a 
cursory review of a comprehensive report of this character it is impossible 



